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THE age-old tradition of making
home made soap has become
a lifeline for 16 families living in
Kwadwesi and Joe Slovo town-
ships.

The Latita Community Soap
Project helps unemployed peo-

ple make money by producing . |

glycerinebased hand made
soaps using ingredients suech
as tea tree oil and rooibos.

The development project has
been established by the Cal-
abash Trust, a non-profit charity
organisation based in Port Eliz-
abeth, to help unemployed par-
ents to pay for school fees and
daily necessities.

There are ~ currently two
groups of eight people working
from Emafini Primary School
and Joe Slovo Primary Schools
respectively. They are all par-
ents who have been identified
by the pupil governing body of
the two schools as people in
need of social upliftment.

“Poverty is a big problem in
the area and there is a great
need to empower people to be-
come self-sufficient,” says Cal-
abash Trust's Carla Collins.

Apart from learning how to
make soap, group members
have received training in cours-
es such as ethics, finance and
budgeting as well. as profes-

&

Sweet smell of success for unemploye

HAND MADE . ..Nobuhle Plaatjie (left) and Zoliswa Ngava, two of the women involved in the

Latita Community soap
project, show where their soap willbe used at the Summerstrand Hotel
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ficult. One of the women in-
volved with the project, Nobuh-
le Plaatjie; 41, grew up with her

complete their education due to

J ; grandparents' and was forced
financial and social constraints,

to leave school early when her
grandparents died, leaving her

sionalism. According to Carla
this is important because most 1ciat.ana $
of the members were unable to . making finding employment dif

without the needed skills to join

. 'the work force.

Her husband does not have.
permanent job and they'have
been struggling to make ends
meet. o

“Latita means a lot to me, |
can finally help' put’something
on the table for my family,” she
said. iy

Another womari involved in

“the project is Julia Mayinje, 42,

who after being abandoned was
adopted by an aunt who re-
fused to serid her to school.
She, like the other women
and one man involved in Latita

- say they have gained invaluable

knowledge though the project
andhope it grows.

The Summerstrand Hotel has
started making this dream be-
come a reality by becoming the
project’s first customer.

Their soap is used in all the
guest bathrooms as well as
being used as corporate gifts.

According to the Summer-
strand Hotel's' Nicolette Saay-
man they have also helped the
groups with mentoring in mar-
keting, sales, product develop-
ment and other business as-
pects of the programme.

Nkosinathi Kani, another wo-
man involved in the project,
says the group members hope
to earn enough money . to
donate funds to the schools
which have become their place
of business.
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